
Small Causes, 

Large Effects 

ñAnd thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO YAHò (Exodus 28:36) 

One of the principles upon which the universe is      

created is the ñlaw of cause and effect.ò  It has been the 

basis of several topics covered in the Signetôs articles, 

as well as a number of studies on the CSDA website, 

for it is indeed of Biblical origin. 

 

We may read, to establish this, ñAs the bird by        

wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse 

causeless shall not come.ò (Pro 26:2) 

 

ñSurely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and 

the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood: so the 

forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife.ò (Pro 30:33) 

 

ñWhoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that 

rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.ò (Pro 26:27) 

 

Not surprisingly, a lot of the Biblical examples of the 

cause-and-effect idea are found in the Book of       

Proverbs, which is largely concerned with the practical 

side of our precious faith. 

 

Despite the high reliability of this concept, the verses 

above should not be taken to indicate that Yahweh does 

not directly influence the course of events.  He did not 

merely set the principles of the Universe in place and 

then sit back to observe its motion.  We read, and I add 

emphasis, ñIf thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice 

of Yahweh thy Elohim, and wilt do that which is right 

in His sight, and wilt give ear to His commandments, 

and keep all His statutes, I will put none of these      

diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the 

Egyptians, for I am Yahweh that healeth thee.ò (Exo 

15:26) 

 

It is the Almighty, the Heavenly Father, that provides 

the healing.  It is Yahweh that causes His people to be 

blessed, above and beyond what mere cause-and-effect 

would provide. Of course, those who know the truth  

have the responsibility to do all they can to benefit 

from that, for Yahweh does not do for us what we can 

do for ourselves.  But even so, we read an applicable 

teaching here, ñFor unto every one that hath shall be 

given, and he shall have 

abundance; but from him 

that hath not shall be taken 

away even that which he 

hath.ò (Mat 25:29) 

 

Yahshua asks His disci-

ples, ñFor what shall it 

profit a man, if he shall 

gain the whole world, and 

lose his own soul?ò (Mark 

8:36)  In short: nothing.  

Those who follow the 

principles and teachings of 

the Almighty will benefit 

both in this life (from the 

law of cause and effect, 

from the refining power of 

righteousness, and from special ñdivine interventionò) 

and also by obtaining life in the world to come. But 

those who do not, even if they appear to have some 

success in this life, gain no lasting benefit from the 

mere natural  principles.  Now it is true that this is not 

always readily apparent, since we also have the clear 

teaching, ñYea, and all that will live godly in Christ 

Jesus shall suffer persecution.ò (2Tim 3:12) 

 

The world, and Satan, will actively work against the 

principles of those last few verses I have listed above. 

They would see the righteous punished, and the 

wicked exalted, to obscure the truths presented in the 

Word. It takes spiritual discernment to be able to see 

the blessings in even the trials that result from this.  

But we all must be able to say when sorely tried, as 

Paul did, ñWe are troubled on every side, yet not  
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